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SUBJECT:SITUATION OF THE ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 

REF: STATE 055993 

1 . FOR YOUR INFORMATION, THERE FOLLOWS TEXT OF LETTER DE- 
PARTMENT IS CURRENTLY USING TO RESPOND TO CONGRESSIONAL AND 
PRIVATE INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 
AND OTHER GREEK ORTHODOX PROBLEMS IN ISTANBUL. 

A. QUOTE: I AM WRITING TO PROVIDE INFORMATION IN RESPONSE 

TO YOUR REQUEST CONCERNING THE ALLEGED TURKISH GOVERNMENT 
HARASSMENT OF THE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH. ECUMENICAL PATRIAR- 
CHATE, AND GREEK COMMUNITY IN ISTANBUL. 
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B. AT THE REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, THE AMERICAN 
CONSULATE GENERAL IN ISTANBUL RECENTLY REPORTED THAT ON 
MARCH 9, TWO DAYS AFTER MEETING WITH A DELEGATION FROM THE 
ORTHODOX ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE, TURKISH PRIME MINISTER 
ECEVIT ANNOUNCED THAT HE HAD SET UP A MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE 
TO DEAL WITH THE PROBLEMS OF ETHNIC GREEKS IN TURKEY. HE 
ALSO SAID THAT THE FOLLOWING ISSUES WOULD BE OR HAD ALREADY 
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BEEN RESOLVED: 

(1) CHURCH OFFICIALS WHO HAVE HAD DIFFICULTY IN GETTING 

PASSPORTS FOR TRAVEL ABROAD WILL BE ISSUED PASSPORTS IM- 
MEDIATELY. 

(2) ADJUSTMENTS WILL BE MADE IN CLASSIFICATION OF CERTAIN 
CHURCH AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS (WHICH PRESUMABLY WILL 
ALTER THEIR TAX STATUS AND ALLEVIATE THEIR FINANCIAL 
PROBLEMS). 

(3) QUALIFIED CANDIDATES FOR VACANT POSITIONS AS PRINCI- 
PALS OF GREEK PRIVATE SCHOOLS WILL BE APPOINTED AS SOON AS 
THEIR NAMES ARE PROVIDED. 

(4) INSPECTION FEES PAID TO THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT'S 
DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF FOUNDATIONS BY GREEK COMMUNITY IN 
STITUTIONS WILL BE REDUCED, OR INSOFAR AS POSSIBLE. ELIMI- 
NATED. 

(5) PERMISSION FOR RESTORATION WORK ON PATRIARCHATE AND 
OTHER GREEK COMMUNITY BUILDINGS WILL BE SYMPATHETICALLY 
CONSIDERED. 

C. BOTH THE DEPARTMENT AND THE CONSULATE GENERAL IN 
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ISTANBUL WILL CONTINUE CAREFULLY TO FOLLOW THE SITUATION 
OF THE GREEK COMMUNITY IN TURKEY. END QUOTE. 

2. DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES TIMELY AND FULL REPORTING ON 
THIS SUBJECT WHICH HAS BEEN VERY HELPFUL IN DEALING WITH 
INQUIRIES TO DATE. WOULD APPRECIATE CONTINUED REPORTING 
ON SUBJECT AS DEVELOPMENTS WARRANT. VANCE 
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